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2025 was an exciting year that saw Foundation 
status and the benefits of being a registered 
charity embed within the organisation.  
It helped us to deliver more activity, reach more 
people and continue to use cricket for good. 

Having received ready-to-invest status from  
ECB in June, we launched our 2025-2028 strategic 
plan with an event at the County Ground that 
involved key delivery partners and funders, who 
will help us deliver key objectives for the three 
pillars, People, Participation and Life Chances. 

Our key focus remains the growth of the female 
game, with a diversity of volunteers being 
pivotal to this success. We will aim to welcome 
new groups to the game regardless of age, 
background, gender or ethnicity and make 
Cricket the most inclusive team sport  
in Northamptonshire.

To sign off, I would like to personally thank all the 
volunteers involved at local cricket clubs who give 
up so much time supporting the delivery  
of recreational cricket, many of them going 
above and beyond. Without them, so much of the 
content of this report just wouldn’t happen.

Welcome to the Steelbacks Foundation

Impact Report for 2026.

Derek Styman
Chief Executive Officer

KEY- Cricket Clubs  
in Northamptonshire
l Womens & Girls 
l Womens Only 
l Girls Only 
l Junior Section  
   (No Women or Girls)
 

This map shows the 
Cricket Clubs in 
Northamptonshire 
with a Junior section



 OUR VISION
Create Opportunities

Nurture Talent

Enhance Lives

Utilise the power 
of cricket to enable 
communities and 
individuals to unlock 
their potential and live 
happier, healthier lives.

    OUR MISSION
KEY- Cricket Clubs  
in Northamptonshire
l Womens & Girls 
l Womens Only 
l Girls Only 
l Junior Section  
   (No Women or Girls)
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PEOPLE – Page 5
Remove barriers and create 
opportunities to find and nurture 
on and off field cricket talent  
from all backgrounds.

PARTICIPATION – Page 7
Extend the reach of cricket  
by enabling communities 
to connect and foster long 
term engagement with 
Northamptonshire clubs  
and cricket.

LIFE CHANCES – Page 9
Provide social, physical, education 
and health opportunities  
through cricket.



VOLUNTEER REWARD
The Steelbacks Cricket Collective Awards recognise volunteers from  

the recreational game that go above and beyond at their clubs.

All 17 category winners are invited to a day’s hospitality
at the County Ground to receive their awards.
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Safeguarding
The County Safeguarding Officer provides support for all trained Club 

Safeguarding Officers. This includes regular online webinars, email updates  
of key information and ECB policies and Bystander Intervention training.

72
OFFICERS

20
ATTENDEES

COMPLETING 
ECB SAFE 

HANDS 
TRAINING

 AT 
BYSTANDER 

INTERVENTION 
TRAINING

ECB Umpiring Courses
INCLUDING

18
FEMALES

56
TRAINED4courses

Grounds Staff support 
With our thanks to the Grounds Management Association, and Craig Harvey,  

the NCCC Head Groundsman for their support with thes events

3 48EVENTS ATTENDEES

ACTIVATORS

51
TRAINED

18
TRAINED

8
TRAINED

INCLUDING

17
FEMALES

FOUNDATION 
COACHES

CORE 
COACHES



ECB County  
Grants Fund

5 clubs received financial support to improve their club’s social 
space under the Creating Welcoming Environments theme.

ECB Safe Hands Management System
This system supports clubs to record and monitor volunteers in regulated roles.

young volunteer leaders
This programme provides 14-17 year olds with the skills and confidence to support Foundation 

activities and to volunteer at their clubs.

Club Volunteer Support 

75 CLUBS
REGISTERED

OFFICIALS 
WITH

AN ECB  
DBS 1328

£13,315

28 GIRLS TRAINED

4 47CONFERENCES CLUBS ATTENDING



ECB National Programmes
All Stars for 5-8 year olds and Dynamos for 8-11 year olds are ECB participation programmes  

delivered by cricket clubs that provide fully inclusive physical activity linked to cricket.
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513 Girls

1341 Boys

1186 669
93

COURSES

51
LOCATIONS

District Cricket
This playing offer fills the gap between junior club cricket and the county age  

group squads by offering training and competitive matchplay for a participant’s District. 
There are three Districts; East Northamptonshire, Kettering & Corby  

and Northampton & South Northants with three age groups (U11, U13 & U15).220

PARTICIPANTS 
ACROSS 50 
FIXTURES

PARTICIPANTS 
ALSO RECEIVED 

TRAINING 

140

Schools Engagement
In 2025, we visited over 80 schools across the county delivering a combination of 6 week programmes, 
engagement days and cricket themed assemblies.  The delivery of this activity would not be possible 

with out the support of Chance to Shine and Kettering Old Grammar School Foundation.

11,945 PARTICIPANTS

53SCHOOLS

4,351 PARTICIPANTS

40SCHOOLS

1,170 PARTICIPANTS

13 SCHOOLS

KETTERING 
OLD 

GRAMMAR 
SCHOOL 

FOUNDATION

ENGAGEMENT 
DAYS 

WHOLE 
SCHOOL 

PROGRAMMES



ECB County  
Grants Fund

3 clubs received financial support to improve their club’s playing 
and practice facilities for their women’s and girls’ sections under 

the Enhanced Facilities and Playing Opportunities theme. 

Girls 
Leagues
These leagues have 
provided a first step  

into competitive 
cricket with softball  
and hardball offers.

Club Support
Recreational cricket clubs are pivotal to the delivery of 
cricket for all groups. Supporting clubs to the best they 

can be is a key aspect of the Foundation’s strategic plan.

MCC Foundation hubs
These hubs offer coaching and matches for state school 

children who are not involved in County age group teams.  
Each participant receives 18 hours of coaching and 3 festivals.

Steelbacks Skills Camps
All camps are held during school holidays, offering all ages 

and abilities the chance to improve their skills.

junior indoor leagues
These leagues provide a winter offer for both mixed junior and girls’ teams.

SOFTBALL 
AGE GROUPS 

U11 & U13

HARDBALL  
AGE GROUPS  

U12, U14  
& U16

TOTAL 
PARTICIPANTS 

460
TOTAL  

FIXTURES

404

212 PARTICIPANTS 12 LOCATIONS

81 AFFILIATED 
CLUBS 31 CLUBMARK 

ACCREDITED

BOYS  
U14 AND U16

48
PARTICIPANTS

GIRLS 
U14 AND U16

28
PARTICIPANTS

£30,000

57
FIXTURES

3
AGE GROUPS

270
PARTICIPANTS
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Disability Cricket
Our partnership with Lord’s Taverners allows 
us to deliver Table Cricket and SEND softball 
cricket in SEND schools, units and settings.

Table Cricket
Delivered in SEND schools and SEND settings across the county.

SEND Softball Cricket

ECB Super 9’s
Our partnership with Lord’s Taverners 

allows us to deliver Table Cricket and SEND 
softball cricket in SEND schools, units  

and settings across the county.

Lord’s taverners SUPER 1’s
This Lord’s Taverners programme provides regular cricket sessions together with 

wider outcomes for 12–25-year-olds with physical disabilities and learning difficulties.

Street Cricket
This programme, supported by Chance to Shine, provides 

participation opportunities at place-based hubs for 
groups of teenagers and young adults that currently do 

not participate in traditional forms of the game.

ECB National 
Programmes – 

Bursary Places
Children from underrepresented groups 
and/or disadvantaged backgrounds can 

enjoy All Stars and Dynamos thanks  
to ECB funded places.

318
PARTICIPANTS

WITH
 

121
PARTICIPANTS

13
SCHOOLS

4
COMPETITION 

DAYS 

238
PARTICIPANTS

WITH
 

69
PARTICIPANTS

13
SCHOOLS

10
PARTICIPANTS

2
FESTIVALS

72
PARTICIPANTS

4
HUBS

127
SESSIONS

68
PARTICIPANTS

3
HUBS

99
SESSIONS

2
COMPETITIONS

148
PARTICIPANTS

INCLUDING

67
GIRLS



Walking Cricket
This offer is aimed at older participants but is open to anyone who might  

be able to access mainstream cricket due to mobility or other issues.  
The primary goal is to ensure older people can stay active, doing something 

they enjoy with the opportunity to meet new people.
.

HAF Programme
The Holiday Activities and Food 

programme, provides free healthy meals 
and nutritional advice for children from 

low-income families. This support is 
incorporated into the Foundation summer 

camp programme, so participants can 
enjoy cricket and also learn about  

health and wellbeing. 

Teammates
Teammates is a programme run in partnership 

with Northampton Saints Rugby Club and 
Northampton Town Football Club. It provides 

men with mental health issues weekly training 
along with social activity afterwards.

Healthy Heroes
This 8-week programme is another project 

delivered in collaboration with the two other 
professional sports clubs based in Northampton. 

It supports families to adopt heathier lifestyles 
and become more active.

Kit Recycling and 
donation scheme

Our thanks go to the many clubs and individuals 
that have donated items for this scheme. The 

impact has been to support individuals, who due 
to their circumstances are unable to participate 

because they simply cannot afford to buy kit. Other 
groups to benefit are new groups to cricket, who 

have found donations vital to get them underway.

92
PARTICIPANTS

6
HUBS

INCLUDING

35
FEMALES

70
PARTICIPANTS

26
PARTICIPANTS

ECB County  
Grants Fund

4 clubs received financial support to improve the club’s 
environmental and financial sustainability under  

the Tackling Climate Change theme. 

£16,685

13
FAMILIES

INCLUDING

20
CHILDREN



 @steelbacksfoundation

A new website will be launched on February 1st 
with full details published on social media.

 @steelbacksf

 @steelbacksfoundation

CONTACT US AT
foundation@steelbacks.co.uk
The County Ground, Abington Avenue, Northampton, NN1 4PR.

We are delighted to recognise CKN Print Ltd, a Northampton-based printer, 
for their continued partnership and support throughout 2025 and into 2026.  

Their commitment to producing high-quality promotional literature  
at no cost has played a vital role in supporting the work of the Foundation.

To learn more about their services,  
visit www.cknprint.co.uk or contact Brad@cknprint.co.uk

DONATE HERE


